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The Pilgrimsô Way 

Yet Another Prefect! 

 
It is a delight to announce that 

William Edwards has been 

m a d e  a  p r e f e c tð

congratulations, Will! 

Tennis Coaching 

For boys in Years 

6, 7 and 8 

 
As in previous years, 

the Winchester College 

tennis professional, Tim 

Cawston, has kindly 

agreed to take some 

senior Pilgrimsô (Years 

6, 7 and 8 only) for tennis coaching. This will take 

place on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday after-

noons, during the normal games sessions. 

 

Details have been emailed to all parents with sons in 

Years 6, 7 and 8. 

 

Pilgrimsô Parents Book Club 

 
The Pilgrimsô Parents Book Club will meet on 

Wednesday 17th March for a óspeed dateô with chil-

drenôs books.  If you are interested in joining us or 

hearing more 

about it please 

contact Mrs Brill 

on lbrill@pilgrims

-school.co.uk 

Light refresh-

ments will be 

available from 

10am and the 

meeting will start promptly at 10.20am to end by 

11.20am.  Come and stay as long or as little as you 

wish.  No previous knowledge of any childrenôs book 

is required! 

Music Events for 

your diary:  
Friday March 12 ï 

Chamber Music Show-

case 

From 1400 in the Pil-

grimsô Hall most of our 

current Friday afternoon 

chamber music ensem-

bles will play to each other. We have invited Mr 

James Gorrick, Director of Music of St Pauls Cathe-

dral School to comment on the performances and to 

give a few prizes. Parents are most welcome to come 

and listen ï please let Hilary Webster know if you are 

coming hwebster@pilgrims-school.co.uk 

 

Thursday March 18 

Junior Commonersô Choir visit Shepherds Down for 

another singing workshop, after which the children 

get a chance to play together and join in some lessons. 

Mrs Webster would be grateful for help with transport 

from a few parents who have not already had the 

chance to see this lovely school. Please contact her 

very soon if you would like to be involved. 

 

Monday March 22 ï Junior Arts Event 

Music and drama from years 3,4,5 in the Pilgrimsô 

Hall from 5-6 pm with tea in the Octagon from 1630. 

More details to junior parents to follow soon by 

Email. 

Sailing 
 

Once more we are 

offering the oppor-

tunity to do sailing 

commoners on 

Wednesday after-

noons in the Sum-

mer Term.   It is 

offered to boys who 

are not likely to 

have any other 

sporting demands during the term.   It is great fun, 

always oversubscribed, and there is always room for 

some complete beginners.  Further details are on a 

letter which your son can collect from the Bursar.  

Applications should be returned to the Bursar before 

the end of term. 
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Chris Bradford at Stanmore Primary 

School 
 

It was a great pleasure to receive an invitation from 

Stanmore Primary School to join them for an audience 

with the author Chris Bradford. Chris has become 

known to many children recently as the author of the 

Young Samurai books and his presentation was cer-

tainly memorable. 7A2 were lucky enough to attend: 

here are some of their thoughts: 

 

During the talk by our Samurai Master (Chris Brad-

ford) it felt like I was a student in a dojo because of 

the atmosphere. In the story the main character is 

called Jack so when I was called up to help him he 

must have thought I was some kind of hero. When I 

went up to help him he 

pushed a samurai sword 

through a piece of paper I 

was holding the paper and I 

was scared out of my mind. 

When I heard the beginning 

of Young Samurai I was 

sceptical but when he told 

us more, it made me want to 

read the books. Jack Miller  

 

 When I went to the talk, I 

didnôt expect to have a good opinion of it at all, but 

when the talk actually started I was extremely sur-

prised. I had no idea that Chris Bradford was such a 

good talker, because when I heard the prologue of the 

first of the óYoung Samuraiô series I lost all interest in 

the entire series. This was because the prologue 

sounded extremely clichéd, because it sounded like 

one of those books that made the father take revenge 

on someone who kills his wife or someone. Itôs not 

like Iôm saying itôs bad, Iôm just saying that when I 

heard the prologue the way the plot was used sounded 

a bit stupid. And what author would kill off the main 

character immediately after he is introduced? But this 

should be explainable when I resume reading the 

books. I was still disappointed when Chris Bradford 

kept on saying that óTo find out what happens next 

you have to buy my books!ô But despite that he talked 

amazingly, because the way he related how to be a 

Samurai to his books was great. He inspired me to 

read the books, instead of losing complete interest in 

the entire series. I hope that we get to more talks from 

people like him. Hyunseog Lee 

 

I had no idea that in real life young boys like me and 

my class were trained to disembowel and decapitate 

people. Chris Bradford enlightened me about the cul-

ture and beauty of Japan and I plan to go there myself 

on day .I found his talk interesting because he seemed 

to know a lot about the Japanese people and in par-

ticular the martial arts of Japan. James Mathews 

I had no idea that a book event could be so amazing. 

When we arrived at Stanmore School we went to sit in 

a crowded assembly hall where a supposed ninja was 

sitting at a chair in front of a ódojoô (foam mats spread 

in a square). When everyone had arrived, the ninja 

(Chris Bradford) got up and said ñWelcome, to the 

dojo! Then he showed us a ninja sword routine and 

asked two people to hold a sheet of A4 paper as he 

plunged his sword in and cut in a perfect line. After 

this he explained about the books and showed us a 

really cool video of a girl firing a bow and arrow and 

a boy aged nine ótwirling sticksô (thatôs what it looked 

like) which was amazing. After this he re-enacted a 

scene from his third book (I was playing Yori out of 

seven selected pupils!) which was really cool because 

everyone was watching you on stage. Nathaniel 

Archer 

Authorôs visit 

 
Author David Miller visited our School on Monday 1st 

of March as part of our celebration of World Book 

Day.  David is the author of Shark Island and Sea 

Wolf, two fast paced adventure stories set in Borneo. 

David met Years 5, 6 and 7 and shared with them his 

experience of life in Borneo which provided so much 

inspiration for his work.  His third book, Leopardôs 

Claw is due for publishing later on this summer.  In 

fact, some of our pupilsô critical skills are being put to 

the test as they have been asked to read proof copies 

of the book and to feed back their comments to the 

author! 
 



 óThe First World War: Britainôs  

Forgotten Victoryô  

by Professor Gary Sheffield 

 Wednesday 10th March 7.15pm 

Pilgrims Hall  

 
Professor Gary Sheffield visits the school on Wednes-

day to give a lecture on the First World War. Gary 

Sheffield is Professor of War Studies at the University 

of Birmingham and has published widely on the First 

World War, recently editing the War Diaries and Let-

ters of Field Marshall Sir Douglas Haig. He contrib-

utes to 

m a n y 

newspapers 

and fre-

q u e n t l y 

broadcasts 

on televi-

sion and 

radio. In 

2001, in his 

óForgotten 

Victoryô he 

provided a 

new inter-

pretation of 

the war 

arguing that while the war was tragic, it was not fu-

tile.   He exploded many of the myths about the First 

World War and this will be the focus of his lecture to 

us. 

All senior boarders will attend the lecture and senior 

day boys are very welcome.  If they would like to stay 

for tea, please could parents inform the office by 1pm 

Monday?  All parents are invited too and there will be 

drinks served for guests in the old library from 

6.45pm.  The evening should close at 8.15pm. 

 

Walk for MOVE Whatever the 

Weather! 

 
On Tuesday 16th March join óFriends of MOVE ï 

Hampshireô for a ramble 

over the glorious East 

Hampshire countryside, 

start time 8.45-11.00 am. 

Collect route map from 

Kings Farm, Lower 

Wield SO24 9RX, return 

for a mug of coffee, soup 

and baked goodies.  £10 

payable at the gate.  All 

dogs to be kept under 

control, please. Further 

info from Nicola Robin-

son on 01256 389329/ Fiona Stubbs on 01962 779358                 

Thanks 

 
We received a letter from 

Help for Heroes today 

thanking the boys for 

their wonderful donation 

of £2,659.23. These much 

needed funds were  raised 

at Chapel on 11th Novem-

ber and from the retiring 

collection at the Junior play at Christmas.  A huge 

thank you to all the boys, and to their parents, for their 

ongoing generosity. 
 

World Book Day 
 

If you get the chance, do 

log on to the VLE and have 

a look at some of the poetry 

anthologies that have been 

put together by boys in 

Year 8 and Year 7. If you 

like what you see, please 

pass on your comments to the boys as I keep telling 

them that they are not just writing for themselves or 

me but for a ñwider audience.ò  I am sure they would 

be pleased to know that you have read their poems 

and would like to hear your comments. 

There are poems on  

Writing up a Snowstorm 

Auschwitz Remembered 

Exams 

Creating A Sense of Place 

Felix Hardag-Hunter, Gus Mitchell, Michael Turner, 

Oli Mitchell and Tom Wigley have been at the heart 

of editing and compiling the completed anthologies. 

There will be hard copies of each anthology in front 

reception and in the library, as a celebration of World 

Book Day. If you want any further information about 

the work they have been doing do come and have a 

chat. 

Lost 
 

Please can everyone look for Tomas Sergeantôs coat 

and William Briggsô jumper.  Many thanks. 



Match Reports 

U12 XV v Kingsðwon 15-0 
Hooray! This was a deserved win for the Year 7 S1 

boys who have toiled bravely for the diminutive 1st 

and 2nd XVs this term.  Playing an attractive, open 

game showing excellent handling skills the boys rev-

elled in the bright conditions and appeared more con-

fident playing a full team of their own age for the first 

time this season. There is a big step up from Colts 

rugby to senior rugby, when the two top years play 

together and these boys should be looking forward to 

their rugby in Year 8. Although the breakdown was 

rather scrappy and Pilgrimsô rucking rather loose, 

enough good ball was secured for tries to be scored by 

Geordie Bull, Luke Hussey and James Flory. 

 

U8A vs Twyfordðlost 9 -7 
Pilgrimsô boys played well in this pulsating match.  It 

was try for try through most of the game with a 4 all 

half time score line.  Great running from Teddy 

Ridley and Bertie Tufnell was backed up by strong 

tackling from Oscar Robertson and Freddie Byers. 

In the second half both teams pushed hard, with more 

excellent running from Freddie Byers and tackling by 

Freddie Krone.  Christian Molden worked busily all 

afternoon and there were glimpses of the potential 

from Hamish Garrard, Alex 

Wainwright and Zach Ever-

son.  We were a little 

unlucky to concede a try 

near the end when we were 

on attack.  Well done ï a 

great improvement. 

 

U8B vs Tywfordðlost 

11-9 
A spirited first match for 

these boys saw a real tussle 

for possession as both teams scored freely.  Some 

good running, especially from Max Skiolderbrand and 

Isaac Yong saw some good tries.  However, the tack-

ling needed to be better to make this a real contest, 

something we will need to work on.  However, this 

was invaluable experience for the boys, one in which 

they acquitted themselves well and played in a very 

sporting fashion.  Well done. 

 

1st VII ï Norman Court 7s  

Plate Competition Winners 
This squad worked well as a team and played some 

very exciting 7s which developed as the tournament 

wore on. The first two games were lostða close de-

feat to the hosts and a heavier defeat inflicted by 

eventual main competition winners, PGS. Neverthe-

less, the squad bounced back to win their next three 

matches, beating Ballard in the final 20-5. 

Colts B v St. Francisðlost 14-7  

(Try - H Kitson) 
This was such a close match from start to finish, with 

both teams unwilling to give an inch to the other. 

Though St. Francis were bigger and smarter with their 

use of the ball, but there was an exemplary tackling 

exhibition from Colts B to deny any scores.  The only 

mistakes by either team 

lead to the games three 

tries ï these all in the sec-

ond half. Colts B finished 

strongly and would likely 

have scored to even the 

match, but just ran out of 

time. 

 

Under 9 A v Twyford 

and  

West Hill Park Trian-

gular 

v West Hill Parkðwon 45 ï 0 
This was a magnificent victory over courageous oppo-

nents . The boys played their best rugby of the season 

and were quite simply unstoppable. The try scorers 

were Angus Colquhoun (3), Fergus Flory (2), Charlie 

Witter (2) and one each from Seb Fernando and Will 

Briggs. The most pleasing aspect was the support 

given to each other with every member of the team 

working hard to create opportunities for each other. 
 

v Twyfordðwon 15 ï 0 
This game followed on straight after the end of the 

West Hill Park match and the A team again raised 

their game. The tackling was immense and the run-

ning fierce and hard. Pilgrims went quickly ahead 

through tries from Charlie Witter and Angus Colqu-

houn as Twyford had no answer to the power and 

pace of the Pilgrimsô boys. Both teams then under-

standably tired but not before Charlie scored his sec-

ond try to wrap up a deserved victory. Many con-

gratulations boys on a memorable afternoon, it was a 

pleasure to watch you! 

Foals A v St Francisðwon 35-10  

(Tries - Assarian, Shannon 2, Boissier 2 and 

Wilson 2) 
This was a thoroughly deserved victory for a group of 

boys who have worked incredibly hard all term. The 

Foals were far too strong for their opponents in all 

areas of the game. They ran directly, they were first to 

any breakdown and they recycled the ball well. The 

referee was particularly hard on the home team in an 

effort to keep the score to sensible proportions. 

If the team has anything to learn from this match, it is 

that a player has to be tackled to the floor and not just 

held; better teams will punish them. 



Under 9 B v Twyfordðwon 50 ï 5 
What a great result this was for the B team. After 

quite a long absence from any matches, the boys were 

amazing in their winning effort against Twyford this 

week. Each player did their bit to lead the Under 9 Bs 

to an impressive victory. Fabulous running and stellar 

tackling were the main aspects that led to such a well 

played game. The try scorers were Alex óBugsieô 

Mitchell (4), Paddy Hamlyn (3), and Sam Phelps (2) 

and Luke Whittome but a big well done to all boys 

who played. 

Hockey v Prebendal Lost 6-0  

Playing on grass for the first time this season was al-

ways going to be a tall order for the 1st XI.  The game 

was well balanced to start but gradually Prebendal 

began to dominate.  Playing in goal, James Keen 

made some fine stops to keep the score level but even-

tually Prebendal deservedly squeezed two in before 

half time.  Some resolute defending from Henry Hole 

and Vere Whittome made the defence difficult to 

penetrate resulting in Prebendal taking a series of 

long, hard shots at goal. 

1st VII v Twyford ðlost 

7-6  

(Edmonstone 3, G 

Mitchell 2, Pumphrey) 
A close and exciting 

match sadly ended in nar-

row defeat. The boys swam their hearts out but trail-

ing by one goal at the end had a few shots which did-

nôt really hit the target. Despite this, the match was 

higher scoring than ever and there was some excellent 

polo played. Bad luck, but well done boys! 

Cross-Country at Horris Hill  
 

On Thursday eight Pilgrimsô cross-country runners 

travelled to Horris Hill for their annual eight schools 

cross-country meet. The Pilgrimsô boys ran superbly 

and enjoyed thoroughly the muddy woods, the occa-

sional snowdrop and the gentle finishing hill. Indi-

vidually the results were excellent. In the Under 11 

race, Bertie Tufnell was 21st, Freddie Hazlitt 14th, 

Sebastian Byers 8th, Thomas Chittick 7th,  Fergus 

Flory 4th  and Thomas Jewell a cracking 1st. whilst in 

the gruelling Under 13 race, Tom Boissier was 8th and 

Angus Thackray a fine 2nd. Even more pleasingly, the 

Under 11 boys won the team event convincingly from 

Caldicott. Horris were superb hosts and, all in all, it 

was another most satisfactory afternoon. 

 

Extra Rugby Fixture  
 

The Foals now 

have a home 

m a t c h  o n 

March 10tha-

gainst  Durl-

ston Court. 

 

Surprise Visit! 
 

The boys were surprised and thrilled when they had 

an unexpected guest in to senior lunch on Thursday. 

None other than Justin Marshall, the former All Black 

now with Saracens, popped by to impart some advice 

and coaching tips. 

He told of his contribution to Englandôs winning of 

the World Cup in 2003. In the lead up, England 

played New Zealand in Wellington. Marshall nearly 

scored to win the game but on his way to the line 

badly tore his hamstring. The resulting English win 

boosted confidence enough, he argued, for the Eng-

land team to go all the way to world cup glory. 

 

 


