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The Pilgrimsô Way 

About a Bird  
 

Once again we have Mrs Brett 

to thank for a  Pilgrimsô trip to 

Wonderland.  From the     

whispering poplars of         

Lakenheath Fen, the Golden 

Oriole took us on a journey 

from his birth and youth, 

through captivity and eventu-

ally to freedom.  Along the 

way we met the inhabitants of  

Brandon enjoying  a Christ-

mas-cracker-joke-pre-emptive 

beer in The Bell with the 

many merry artistes and     

performers from the Circus; 

these we saw in the flesh and 

later in magical shadow     

puppetry. Part of our journey 

to reconciliation and flight was through the world of moonlight and here we met more inhabitants of the 

woods: owls, bats, mice, foxes and beetles too.  Selene gave way to rosy fingered dawn and the        

murmuring of innumerable rather-more-grown-up bees, greeting the flowers and explaining very     

carefully not only their insect mapping skills but also the extent to which they were versed in the works 

of the Bard!  The flight (not of the bumble bee but of the oriole) appeared to have departed but at the 

last minute and as the result of an      

impassioned rendition of the haunting 

musical theme to this play, the family 

returned to collect its missing member 

and all was resolved. 

 

Our producer/director is to be ï and was 

ï warmly congratulated; likewise her 

husband for creation of the musical 

score for the evening.  The set was 

painted with sensitivity; the technology 

designed with ingenuity; the costumes 

stitched with infinite care and every 

other little detail attended to just as it 

should have been. 

 

And in the midst of it all, every single boy from the Junior School ï all of Years Three, Four and Five ï 

was involved in a magical evening of imagination under a roof whose timbers were young trees at the 

time of The Conquest.  Well done to all and thank you. PW 

 

We would like thank everyone for the £780.24 which was raised for Hope and Homes for Children. 



Commoners Informal Concert 
 

Another full house packed into the Octagon last Friday as 

all eyes and ears were transfixed on 33 boy performers - 

and 37 pieces ï for the second Commoners concert of the 

term. The boys showed great attentiveness to their         

performance and to the others; sharing and enjoying the 

buzz of live performance. In a world of fashions and     

trending, it was a joy to hear two bassoons, one playing 

with a bold directness and one with great agility in an    

operatic aria. And the strength of the ócello department was 

well represented in not just the youngest performers, on the 

smaller instruments, but also in the highlight of the concert, 

the ócello quartet playing Tallisô Canon in G with          

astounding tone and musicality. Music is about playing 

with and sharing in the wonder of harmony. And so many 

thanks, as ever, to those teachers who played and shared 

with their pupils. HD 

Picture of the Week 

Oscar Gillespie 5M 

Collagraph Print 

Well done, Freddies! 
 

The Freddies Hazlitt and Thackray both competed in the third Hampshire League 

Cross Country fixture at Popham last Saturday.  They ran in a total field of sixty-

nine U13 boys. They came 38th (Freddie T) and 40th (Freddie H).  Taking into 

account that they have two more years in this age group they did not look out of 

place and ran a hard but tactical race. Well done! 

 

Inter Set Quiz Won by Wrens B 
 

This was fought before a packed audience in the Pilgrimsô 

Hall and was a highly exciting and quite erudite occasion. 

If some members of the audience were unconvinced by the 

assertion that water was the chief bonding agent of bricks 

in a wall, all were impressed by the breadth of knowledge 

and lively enthusiasm of the two teams involved in the  

final. Saxons B cruised to a first half lead, but over-

confidence perhaps undid them and it was the wily Wrens 

B who ran away as comfortable winners. Well done to both 

teams; well done to all the boys who played and supported 

and helped at the earlier matches. Thanks to Mr and Mrs 

Mason who kept time, scored and made loud noises. GH 

 Chorister Informal Concert  
 

It was a joy to be at the second of the Informal Chorister 

Concerts this term.  There was a lovely atmosphere in the 

Octagon with each Chorister applauding with vigour for 

each othersô performance.  A new format to this concert 

gave boys opportunity to play their own compositions and 

also show us their improvising skills.  The Probationers 

sang Risen Lord Barry Rose, they handled the pressure well 

and sang clearly and precisely together.  The standard of 

the whole evening was very high and I congratulate the 

boys on their success. CB 

Tech News 

Tempus Fugit for 8C: From top right - clocks by 

G.Ricquier, J.Blaxland, J. Mitchell and J.Harger. 


