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The Pilgrims’ Way 

Saturday Night is 

Bliss 
 
Well it certainly will be 

for those lucky folk com-

ing to the much awaited, 

PPA organised, Wine-

Tasting and Dinner this 

Saturday. 
 

Simon Taylor has selected wines of virtue and flavour 

and four of them will be available for purchase to ac-

company dinner. 

 

This is just a brief reminder that we would be de-

lighted if guests arrived promptly at 7:15 pm, that 

cheque books are always useful for large Christmas 

orders, that cash is vital to  purchase wine for din-

ner, that taxis or bicycles may be needed and that the 

evening will be excellent. 

 

GH 

A Remarkable 

Evening 
 
On Wednesday 25th 

November, Alastair 

Bruce, Sky Newsô Royal 

and National Events 

commentator, is visiting 

to talk on Making a New 

Queen-1953. The lecture 

will be in the Pilgrimsô 

Hall at 1700, will last for 

one hour, and will be attended by all boarders and all 

boys in Years 6, 7 and 8. It would be delightful if a 

large number of parents could attend. I think they 

would be intrigued Alastairôs fascinating account of 

this momentous event.  

 

 

Alastair Bruceðour Lecturer  

 
Alastair Bruce has worked for Sky News for 14 years 

and has commentated on most big events, including 

the Queenôs Golden Jubilee and the funerals of both 

the Queen Mother and Diana, Princess of Wales.  

 

Alastair has written many books, including The Old-

est, published in October 2005. He has worked with 

several independent production companies in the 

preparation of TV documentaries which are regularly 

aired on Public Broadcasting, Discovery and A&E 

channels. Among these are Nicholas and Alexandra, 

Victoria and Albert and Days of Majesty. 

 

In 1998, The Queen appointed Alastair as one of her 

heralds, with some responsibility for the heraldry of 

Britain and its Royal Family. He also offers advice on 

how the nation should ócelebrateô itself. Alastair has 

been one of The Queenôs Body Guard in Scotland, the 

óRoyal Company of Archersô, since 1990. 

 

Alastair was a regular soldier for four years, seeing 

active service in the Falklands War of 1982. He is still 

a reserve officer, serving as a Colonel in the Territo-

rial Army. In 2004 he took command of a reserve 

unit, the Media Operations Group, which handled the 

media representation of military activity. In March 

2004 he completed his period of mobilised service on 

active operations in Iraq, serving in Operation TELIC. 
 

Help for Heroes Concert 

and Exeat 

 
Next Friday is both the occasion 

of the concert in aid of the char-

ity óHelp for Heroesô and the start of the full exeat.  

Points to note: 

 

It is a day of full muftiða minimum of £1 will 

be collected at the school gates 

 

The concert starts at 1045 in the Pilgrimsô Hall 

and is usually very full, but very jolly, and re-

stricted to parents of those in the concert.  The 

boys will know by Monday if they are taking 

part and Mrs Webster will then collect names 

 

All day boys will depart at 12 noon 

 

Boarders will leave after their 1230 lunch 

 

Please let your housemaster know if you would 

like your boarding son to leave with you at 12 

noon if you are attending the concert 



Canal Trip  
 
Perhaps, in the hurly-

burly of the half-term, 

this remarkable opportu-

nity was overlooked. Or 

perhaps the letter was 

seized so vigorously 

upon receipt by dog or child that the form was in no 

fit state for return. Whatever the reason, do not de-

spair: there is still time to book a place ï closing date, 

Monday 24th November. 

 

A Wonderful 

Concert 
 

On Monday after-

noon years 1,2, 3 

and 4 went to 

New Hall to hear 

Winchester Col-

lege Symphony 

Orchestra perform 

a concert for Pri-

mary Schools. We 

heard three pieces 

played by the full orchestra (which had more than 80 

people in it, including twenty-four violins!). The first 

piece was Pirates of the Caribbean - Curse of the 

Black Pearl by Badelt, the second, Lord of the Dance 

by Hardiman and the third, Danzon no. 2 by Marquez. 

We also heard Rachimaninovòs Piano Concerto no 2, 

played by Tom Jesty, an old Pilgrim. It was great. I 

particularly liked the Curse of the Black Pearl because 

it was a tune I knew, but it was so exciting to hear it 

played live by a proper orchestra and the conductor 

dressed up (as Jack Sparrow)! I also liked Danzon no. 

2 because it was played energetically and had a real 

Mexican feel. Jamie Ferguson 4L 

Concert for Children 

in Need 

 
Claire Rutter and her hus-

band Stephen Gadd (parents 

of George) writes that they 

are taking part in a concert  

at The Kingôs Theatre, 

Southsea, this Sunday at 7.30 

p.m. in aid of Children in 

Need entitled óUp Close and Personal with Sally Tay-

lor and Friendsô.  This link will tell you more about 

the show which sounds as if it going to be fun and 

parts of it will be filmed for airing on Children in 

Need night. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/

stories/2009/10_october/28/south.shtml.  

It would be wonderful if it could be a sell-outðthere 

are still a few tickets left costing £10-£12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you need kitting out for the slopes 

Or have Unwanted Skiwear? 

 

We have the Solution 
 

Polar Exchange buys and sells a complete range 

of new and quality used skiwear & accessories 

for all ages.  To discuss your requirements or to 

arrange to visit us near Alresford please contact 

Juliet Blanshard or Nicola Robinson. 

 

 T: 01256 389041  M: 07783 538389   

E: skiwear@polarexchange.co.uk 

     www.polarexchange.co.uk  

Kings Farm, Lower Wield, Alresford,  

Hampshire SO24 9RX 

Cakes for  

Cassocks 

 
The ladies who look 

after the choristersô 

cassocks at the Cathe-

dral are holding a 

cake sale tomorrow, Saturday 14th November from 

10ð1 p.m. in the Undercroft in the Inner Close.  All 

proceeds will go towards the care of the robes.  Junior 

pick-up time would be a good time to call in! 

Remembrance Day 

 
The Remembrance Day service was 

very special this year.  The Choristers, 

Quiristers and Senior Commonersô Choir, accompa-

nied by Mrs Webster on her cello, gave a most mov-

ing rendition of the Pie Jesu from Durufleôs Requiem; 

the trumpets were splendid in the Last Post; the two 

minutes silence fell just as the clock  struck eleven; 

and we were most fortunate to have with us Captain 

Rupert Lane, who described the actions of three brave 

soldiers in his address, and Lt Tim Rees, who read the 

prayers.  This was a service that will not be forgotten. 

mailto:skiwear@polarexchange.co.uk
http://www.polarexchange.co.uk


Match Reports 

1st XI vs Westbourne Houseðlost 1-2   
 (Gus Mitchell) 

A depleted 1st X1 gave a thoroughly committed per-

formance against an unbeaten Westbourne House. The 

match was played at a fast and furious pace with Pil-

grimsô putting in one of their best displays of the sea-

son. Indeed it was a monumental effort with Dominic 

Judd saving a first half penalty and a Gus Mitchell 

goal after a smart pass from Tom Boissier. Strong 

tackling from stand in captain Tom Pumphrey and 

debutant Will Bryant never allowed our opponents to 

settle. Will Docherty and Harry Hands won the mid-

field battle and the side can count themselves unlucky 

not to have earned at least a draw. Well played, a fine 

effort. 

 

2nd XI vs Westbourne Houseðdrew 1-1  
(Geordie Bull) 

A good first half with encouraging performances from 

newish 2nds players Tom Wigley and Philip Nor-

mand. Initially, it was like Oxford Circus with the ball 

pinging round all over until the 2nds exerted control 

and took the lead before half time through Geordie 

Bull. Despite their best efforts, however, the teamsô 

energy waned slightly and they were left clinging on a 

little for a draw by the time the final whistle was 

blown. 

 

3rd XI vs Westbourne 

Houseðdrew 1-1  
(Luke Hussey) 

The 3rd XI started this fixture 

in fine form considering that 

they have not played com-

petitively for three weeks.  

The first half was a sedate affair as Pilgrimsô passed 

the ball around the green park intelligently trying to 

find the gap.  A great strike from Luke Hussey sepa-

rated the teams at the interval.  Pilgrimsô were 

unlucky not to extend their lead on a couple of occa-

sions as the chances were there.  Although no win, it 

was a good display of football. 

 

Colts A vs Westbourne Houseð lost 6 -1  
(Tellett) 

A thoroughly disappointing result. For 15 minutes the 

boys played cracking football and dominated, then 

two sloppy goals were conceded and heads dropped. 

The opposition were not brilliant but they were al-

lowed to appear so: weak passing and basic errors 

were punished. This team could do so much better; 

they know what to do, they need to act on it. 

Colts B vs Westbourne Houseðwon 2-1  
(E Sharpe 2) 

As super win for Colts B against a determined opposi-

tion. Pilgrimsô played with a real passion for the 

game, akin to the supporters at St. James Park. Both 

goals came from clinical strikes by Sharpe. All played 

well, but this was by far the best team performance 

this season.  

 

Foals A vs Westbourne Houseðlost  0  -  4 

After a superb practice yesterday and a rousing team 

talk, it was disappointing to see us start in such an 

uninspiring way. The ball was given away all too eas-

ily and the team never really put the Westbourne goal-

keeper under any pressure. The team were two goals 

down after the first few minutes and, although rallied 

well in the second half and seemed to have a guardian 

angel looking after our goal, we could not make a 

concerted enough comeback.   

 

Foals B vs Westbourne Houseðlost 0-1 
This was a fantastic effort from the whole side and it 

was going to be the one mistake that cost us the game. 

Man of the match, goalkeeper Toby Calder was in 

inspirational form. His catching and fielding of the 

ball would have not been out of place at the Oval. It is 

disappointing that we seem to lose the close encoun-

ters by just the odd goal. Letôs hope for better things 

in the remaining three fixtures. 

 

U9 A vs Westbourne Houseðlost 0-4 
This was a disappointing way to lose their unbeaten 

run but the boys can have no complaints. Westbourne 

were the strongest team we have faced this year but 

the scoreline does not reveal how hard the boys 

worked. The team created some excellent chances but 

just could not bank them when they needed to. Special 

mention goes to Fergus Flory who played the first half 

for the B team and scored two goals before coming on 

in the second half for his A team debut as a replace-

ment for the sick Angus Colquhoun. 

 

U9 B vs Westbourne Houseð won 3-0  
(Flory 2, Harry Fraser-Urquhart) 

By far the most outstanding performance of the sea-

son, the boys were simply too good for the opposition. 

The boys were all saints today on the oval and were 

deserved of a place on Wembley Park. Passing, drib-

bling and tackling were all of a high standard from 

every member of the team. Special mention must go 

to Peter Ryall who played dazzlingly in goal, produc-

ing one of the best performances of any player this 

season.  Overall, a well deserved win. 
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U9 C vs Westbourne 

Houseðlost 2 - 7   
(Edward Bradshaw 2) 

 

After a fantastic start, 

with Ed Bradshaw scor-

ing two well taken goals, 

the team looked a little 

lost at times. The oppo-

sition's arsenal was too 

strong for the Pilgrims 

boys. 
 

U8 As v Twyfordðlost 3-0 
With such a small year group would this be our Wa-

terloo or our Dunkirk?  The Aôs started brightly but 

quickly fell behind from a smartly taken goal by Twy-

ford.  However, we kept our heads up and kept press-

ing forward generating several good opportunities 

without being able to bank them.  Twyford defended 

with many players back and it was hard for us to find 

a way through the Piccadilly Circus that was their 

goal area.  Disappointingly, another goal by the oppo-

sition was the last play before half time.  In the second 

half we again played well without scoring and Twy-

ford scored a long range speculative shot.  By then we 

had done our best but without success.  Special con-

grats to Bertie and Teddy who were both monuments 

in central midfield.  Well done Year 3 a good team 

effort. 
 

Under 8 Bs  v TwyfordðDrew 0-0 

Both sides showed plenty of enthusiasm and honest 

effort but neither team could manage a goal. Pilgrims 

managed to block several shots but never really trou-

bled the oppositionôs goalkeeper. This was a good 

team performance with many boys impressing with a 

high level of commitment. Well done! 

No Dogs at 

Matches 

 
We have a very simple 

No Dogs on School 

Pitches policy and our 

parents and visitors are 

excellent about this. 

Recently, another school 

on our circuit had some 

difficult moments with 

dog owners ï not Pilgrimsô parents, I hasten to say. 

Could we please ensure that we treat every school we 

play against as a No Dogs school. 

Pilgrimsô 70, West Hill 

Park 60 
All members of the team swam 

well  throughout the events to 

gain  valuable  points  for  the 

team. Max Leuchars and Hugo 

Lees gained a clean sweep for 

first and second in freestyle with the freestyle relay 

team also gaining first place in Year 7. All Year 8 

events were won by boys from the Pilgrimsô team, 

namely  George  Petrie,  Tom  Pumphrey  and  Gus 

Mitchell. Again, they were well supported by their 

teammates in the same races and Giuseppe Severgnini 

put in a good performance to support George for a 

clean sweep of the butterfly. Well done to all swim-

mers and thanks to the timekeepers for their help. 


