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The Pilgrims’ Way 

Canal Trip 2010 
 

This was a good trip. Eight interesting boys and two 

reasonable members of staff enjoyed cruising the 

sometimes quiet, sometimes empty waters of the War-

wickshire Frying Pan. The week was blessed by a lack 

of rain and by early starts and by an utter lack of sar-

torial elegance. Here is a taste of one day ï Wednes-

day: 

 

0730 working the Farmersô Bridge 13 locks in the 

centre of Birmingham 

0930 a huge brunch while cruising 

1015 a magnet fishing pause at the Aston flight 

1100 working 12 locks in Ashted and Camp Hill 

1300 a cake, shower and windlass fishing break 

1400 cruising through Tysley ï 5 dead dogs spotted 

1630 a semi-tube ball match at Catherine de Barnes 

1730 a delicious boat-cooked shepherds pie 

1830 a taxi ride to Birmingham city centre 

1930 a fine concert at the Symphony Hall 

2145 taxis to the boat and sleep 

 

All the boys learnt to lock efficiently, took turns to 

steer interestingly, ate voraciously, slept fitfully, lived 

tolerantly. Here are some facts and figures: 

 

102 miles were travelled. 

140 locks were tackled 

5  tunnels were passed through 

10 dead land animals were seen floating serenely ï 

including 5 dead dogs 

0 boys fell in 

 

My sincere thanks to all eight boys for living differ-

ently for a week. My greatest thanks to Paul Stevens ï 

a member of staff from Horris Hill - for being brave 

enough to accompany me and for doing so very much 

to make the week a happy success. 

 

 

From the  

Music Depart-

ment 
 

 

We were thrilled to 

hear that during the 

holidays Angus 

Robinson (Year 7 

chorister) gained a 

distinction in Grade 

7 piano. Congratula-

tions on this major achievement, Angus. 

 

Mrs Webster notes that many boys are carrying music 

to and from school without using a case to protect it 

and keep it all safely together. We do not have a 

school issue music bag as many different ones helps 

us not to confuse them. Please could any boy learning 

music have a special bag or folder. This does not have 

to be anything expensive, even a cardboard stationary 

folder will do the job well. It is helpful to have a dif-

ferent one for each instrument, and, of course, for it 

and the music inside, to be clearly named!  All boys 

have a music locker for this music folder/bag and their 

instrument and should never use the classroom or 

changing room. Thank you. 

Confirmation and Exeat 

Weekend 1st/2nd May 

 
The school Confirmation Service takes place next Sat-

urday, 1st May at 1045.  All boys (except Year 3, who 

are not at school as normal) will attend for part of the 

service to support their friends and it is a green jacket 

and white shirt day.  Juniors will be free to go home 

at 1200 as usual and seniors after the set cricket 

matches and games at 1530.   

 

For the first time we are taking the Bank Holiday 

Monday and so school will not open again till 

Tuesday morning.  The choristers and quiristers 

will be free following  their Sunday morning ser-

vices. 



Cricket - two early and interesting fix-

tures and one changed venue 

On Saturday 24th, the 1st XI play Woodcote House, in 

Windlesham, Surrey. To allow the new Pilgrimsô 

wicket time to settle, this match is now away. Di-

rections are available from the front hall. Woodcote 

Houseôs postcode 

is GU20 6PF 

 

On Wednesday 

28th, six teams are 

playing Mouls-

ford School. What 

could be better 

than to enjoy 

cricket by the 

river Thames on a 

balmy afternoon? 

Moulsford is at 

OX10 9HR 

A Wonderful  Musical Opportunity 
 

We have been lucky to have the London Bridge En-

semble in Residence this week. The players have been 

rehearsing in the Octagon and on Thursday afternoon 

years 2,3,4 and 5 enjoyed some movements of the 

Brahms Clarinet Trio, and had the chance to meet 

these lovely friendly musicians. Other boys and staff 

have been able to sit and listen to rehearsals for a few 

minutes or longer as suits them, and 12 lucky boys in 

year 5 have free tickets for a concert in The Discovery 

Centre on Saturday morning. There are events all 

weekend as part of the Winchester Chamber Music 

Festival. There are still some tickets available for a 

family composing workshop on Sunday morning 

which I would expect to be really exciting, as these 

players have such a good rapport with our children. 

Do look at the website and I hope that some of you 

might be able take part in this or attend one of their 

wonderful concerts. Few times are appropriate for our 

boys this time, but, should you take your children to 

any of the concerts, do ask if there are any free tickets 

for them still available under the Cavatina scheme. 

The Winchester Discovery Centre auditorium is a 

wonderful place for even the smallest to see and hear 

well,  and I can recommend the café. For busy adults 

the Brahms clarinet Quintet at the end of hectic Satur-

day is most appealing. I do hope that some of you will 

be able to hear these fine musicians whilst they are in 

Winchester and do look out for them next year too. 

www.winchesterchambermusic.com 

 

Cs and Qs over 

Easter 

 
Both choristers and qui-

risters were busy over 

the Easter break.  The 

quiristers went on a 

wonderful week-long 

trip to Italy with Win-

chester College Chapel 

Choir where they sang 

in Pisa, Florence, Assisi 

and Rome.  They all 

appear to have had an 

amazing time and a full report will appear in the 

magazine later this year. 

 

 

 

The choristers had a variation to 

their normal Holy Week services 

in that the Eucharist on Easter 

Morning was broadcast live to 

the nation.  If you managed to see 

it you will know that the cathe-

dral looked stunningðif not, I 

know several people have it re-

corded, including school. 

http://www.winchesterchambermusic.com

