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The Pilgrims’ Way 

National Quiz Finals 
 

Last Sunday, Pilgrims’ 

hosted the finals of the Jun-

ior Quiz Challenge, the na-

tional general knowledge 

competition for children un-

der 13. This was the first 

time we had made the na-

tional finals for 5 years and 

the first time ever that we 

had hosted it. And it was a 

joy to welcome teams as far spread as Wales, North-

ern Ireland and Scotland. The Pilgrims’ team com-

prised Tom Allinson, Jake Mocatta, Jake Berry and a 

combination of Henry Hole and Angus Robinson – 

Angus was continually dashing between the quiz and 

the cathedral! In the quarter finals Pilgrims’ met old 

rivals Llandaff Cathedral School and beat then by one 

question in extra time. In the semi-final – a round Pil-

grims’ had never before achieved – they met the 

might of King Edward VI, Birmingham – and won by 

over 100 points. The final was a slight anti-climax: 

Dollar Academy from Scotland beat us by many 

points – we could not cope with their one excellent 

player – the BBC Young Mastermind. But this was an 

outstanding achievement – second in the country. I 

cannot praise enough the boys who played and be-

haved delightfully and who won and lost with a smile 

and  a shrug. They had done their best.  GH 

Year 8 Activities Thus Far! 
 

The Year 8 boys began their leavers’ programme as 

soon as the final CE exam was finished; some boys 

went to compete at an athletics meeting, the Cs and 

Qs had a picnic lunch, 

while the rest enjoyed a 

day in Lymington on the 

quayside, in a crabbing 

competition! The catch 

was not as plentiful as last 

year, but the ‘cricketing’ 

group of Will Docherty, 

George Petrie and Tom 

Allinson did manage to 

win the prizes for most crabs and the largest crab! 

Other prizes in this ‘yabbing’ contest (Australian ver-

sion, according to Mr Evans!) were awarded for the 

smallest, ugliest and even prettiest crab! 

 

The following day, the boys spent the day exploring 

their ‘Bushcraft’ skills near Newbury; luckily the 

weather was kind- it did not pour with rain, nor was it 

too hot!  The same could probably be said for the 

week at Kelly College, which seemed to go success-

fully for all. Boys were challenged to try new activi-

ties, both on land and in the water and they were 

probably ready for their exeat weekend by Friday’s 

return trip.  

  

Two days 

later, many 

were back at 

school with 

their families 

in the Leav-

ers v Fathers 

c r i c k e t 

match. So 

popular was this fixture that two games were played 

successively on the Bailey pitch, with the boys just 

winning both. It was a lovely, scenic occasion in the 

evening sunshine with a picnic tea. An early start fol-

lowed though, as the boys visited the Palace of West-

minster, so fitting in this election year, followed by a 

pizza lunch and a tour of the Cabinet War Rooms. 

Some boys are at Wimbledon today, while the Nor-

mandy expedition follows next week; this is proving 

to be a busy and exciting post-exam time for the Year 

8! AH 

Exciting News! 

 
We were thrilled to hear recently that Ivan Brett (son 

of Mrs Brett and a former chorister who left Pilgrims’ 

in 2002) has secured a deal for a series of four books 

with Harper Collins.  The first book, Casper Candle-

wacks in Death by Pigeon will be published in May 

2011.  It is for readers aged 9-14 and is written in a 

unique and very funny style. 

 

The series is about the adventures of Casper Candle-

wacks, the only normal boy in a village full of idiots, 

and his self-appointed best friend, the arch-idiot Lamp 

Flannigan.  

 

Ivan has just graduated from Bristol University with a 

degree in Philosophy.  We look forward to hearing 

how the books progress—maybe we have the next J.K 

Rowling in our midst! 



Pilgrimsô  

Parent Book 

Club 

 
The last meeting 

for this academic 

year will take place 

in the Library on 

Wednesday 30th 

June from 12.30pm 

to 1.45pm.  The 

theme is ‘Summer Reading Suggestions’.  Consider 

joining this small and informal group on this occasion 

and recommend or discover great summer reads for 

your children while enjoying light refreshments. 

P&G Wells Bookshop is kindly offering a 10% dis-

count to parents attending the event for purchases on 

that day*. 

Please contact Laura Brill if you wish to attend, or for 

further information on lbrill@pilgrims-school.co.uk 

West Surrey 

Athletics 

Champion-

ships 
 

Twenty Pilgrims 

travelled to leafy 

Bracknell earlier in 

the week to take part in the area championships – the 

qualifying event for the national finals. It was a long 

and hot and demanding day, especially for young lads 

like Bertie Tufnell who had to support for four hours 

before getting the chance to run. But like all the oth-

ers, support he did and very generously too. Naturally, 

competition is intense and though we had many per-

sonal bests, four boys alone were victorious: Laurence 

Wilson is too young to progress, but he won the long 

jump with a fine 3.94 m. On the other hand, Angus 

Thackray, in the U13 javelin and 1500m and Thomas 

Jewell in the U12 1500m – setting a new school re-

cord - are old enough. They will travel, with our best 

wishes, to Birmingham on the 5th July. Well done all! 

 

GH 

The Year 6 and 7 

Speech Prize 
 

Next Thursday, the Pilgrims’ 

Hall will be a room of learning, 

entertainment and intense con-

centration as the finalists speak 

and answer questions on their 

chosen topics. 

 

A Request 
 

 

For my leavers pro-

ject, I am making a 

recipe book.  I 

would be extremely 

grateful if you could 

send in your favour-

ite recipes from 

home, they will ap-

pear under your 

name.  Please could I have them by Friday 2nd July at 

the latest.  The  completed recipe book will be for sale 

in aid of McMillan Cancer Relief and Help for Heroes 

at a cost of £4. 

Please could you e-mail them to me at  

24spencer@pilgrims-school.co.uk 

Many thanks.  Ed Spencer 

Lost 
 

Oliver Roberts in 3S has been 

missing a green polo shirt for 

3 weeks.  Could all parents 

please check at home – it is 

clearly labelled. 

 

For Parents of 

boys in Year 6 
 

This is an open invi-

tation to parents, 

friends and family 

of year 6 to watch 

the sporting specta-

cle that is  6P v 6L.  

The annual battle 

between the two 

classes will be 12 a-

side, 20 overs each, 2 overs max per bowler and other 

such limitations to make it as tight as possible!  We 

will play on Bailey (1st XI pitch) and aim to start at 

1400 on Tuesday 29th June. High standard of cricket 

is encouraged but not guaranteed! AA 

mailto:lbrill@pilgrims-school.co.uk
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Match Reports 

U9B vs Norman Court 

Pilgrims 286, Norman Court 287 

Pilgrims lost by 1 run 

The highly successful season of the mighty 9B cricket 

team came to a tense halt in yesterday's game against 

Norman Court, with the Pilgrims' boys going down by 

one run, 286 to Norman Court's 287. Although there 

were only 8 players 

on both teams, the 

boys played well and 

stayed focused right 

down to the last ball. 

Special mention must 

go to Sam Phelps 

who scored 39 runs 

off four overs, Angus 

Armstrong, who al-

though never playing 

Cricket before, man-

aged to use his natu-

ral catching ability to take 3 wickets, and to Henri 

Cramsie, who literally threw himself infront of the 

ball to stop it going for 4. A great day of cricket with 

an unlucky result. Well Done Boys. 

 

1st XI vs Durlston Court 

Pilgrims 179-2  

(Gus Mitchell 57*, Toby Wilders 51*) 

Durlston Court 77 all out 

Pilgrims won by 102 runs 
On a fast scoring ground the Pilgrims scored freely 

and keenly, particularly when the running between the 

wickets became more aggressive. The bowling was 

not testing, but the runs still had to be scored and the 

batsmen accelerated well. In reply, Durlston struggled 

against all of the Pilgrims bowlers as the wickets were 

shared around. As ever, the fielding was sharp and 

Pilgrims looked a proper cricket XI, well done. 
 

2nd XI vs The Prebendal School  

Pilgrims  181 - 6  

(Geordie Bull 26*, Ben Hurd 27*, Max Leuchars 

29*, Patrick Hobbs 26*) 

The Prebendal 28 all out  

(Anash Croker 4 - 8, Patrick Hobbs 3 - 4) 

Pilgrims won by 154 runs 
On a pitch that had a variable bounce, we amassed a 

large total in 25 overs. Four batsmen reached the re-

tirement figure, set at 25. The Prebendal fielded 

mainly Yr 7 boys and they proved no match for our 

pace and spin attack and we dismissed them in just 11 

overs. This has been a good season and all the squad 

can look back on significant performances. 

 

Colts A  vs Durlston Court 

Durlston 96-5 (25 overs) 

Pilgrims 97-2  

( Jamie Mitchell 38; Ethan Sharpe 37*);  

Pilgrims won by 8 wickets 
Pilgrims needed an early break through which came 

from some tight bowling form Tom Jewell who was 

supported so well by Alec Younger.  The fielding was 

sharp and thoughtful and the boys displayed the confi-

dence and support that has recently featured in their 

game. Special mention to Seb Hurd who had his best 

match behind the stumps only letting through two 

byes.  Pilgrims started the run chase positively and 

managed to get after each new bowler’s first over. For 

the  first time this season they had a very good run 

rate (6 an over form the first 10).  This was all down 

to a fabulous opening partnership of 86 runs from 

Ethan Sharpe (37*) and Jamie Mitchell (38).  This 

was a memorable match for all the right reasons and 

rounds off a very enjoyable season. 
 

Colts B vs  Sherborne House A 

Sherborne House 144 -8 off 25 overs 

Pilgrims 85 - 9 off 25 overs  

 (W Turner 22) 

Pilgrims Lost by 59 runs 
For the first 5 or so overs the decision to bowl first 

seemed inspired. We kept the run rate very low and 

picked up wickets as we did so. Then a partnership 

between the 4th and 5th batsmen picked up the run rate 

and even our good balls were hit to the boundary with 

abandon.  We were helpless to stop the charge by 

these and a couple after them and they rattled on to an 

impressive total.  

After a solid start to 

our batting, Sher-

bourne decimated us 

in a single over tak-

ing three of our most 

prized wickets and 

making maintaining 

the run-rate very dif-

f i c u l t .  Wi l l i a m 

Turner played well to 

get 22 and Johnny 

Blaxland tried to get 

things going with some strong batting, but we could-

n’t really get near the total. 

Two highlights not just of the match but of the season 

were Oli Armitage’s superb run-out and Hajk Nzedjan  

equally superb catch.   



Evening Cricket 
 

On Tuesday, an I Zingari 

team of Pilgrims enjoyed 

a happy evening’s cricket 

at Horris Hill. It was a 

most keenly fought and 

refreshingly friendly 

20/20 match. To a back-

ground of loud music, 

louder shirts and picnick-

ing parents, Horris Hill won. 

 

GH 

Senior Games on 

Saturday 
 

This Saturday afternoon – 

1345 to 1545 – will be the 

occasion of the Senior 

athletics heats. All parents 

are most welcome. Please 

note the later pick-up for 

all senior boys: 1545. 

 

GH 

Hordle Walhamp-

ton 6-a-side  

Tournament 
 

The 1st XI finished the 

season in good spirits as 

they competed in then 

Hampshire Prep Schools 

Six a side Tournament at 

Hordle Walhampton. Af-

ter four good group 

matches, a win against 

Highfield School would have taken Pilgrims into the 

final but the boys were comfortably overpowered by a 

stronger team.  Pilgrims just lacked the necessary 

weight of runs in most of the games to be considered 

one of the top two teams, but Will Docherty and Gus 

Mitchell did match some of the other top players there 

for hard hitting and run scoring.  This was a lovely 

way to end the cricketing term for these boys, who 

have been a pleasure to coach and a credit to the 

school. 

Foals A vs Durlston Court   

Durlston Court 129 -7  

Pilgrims 99 -6 

Durlston won by 30 runs 
It was a great game for us to finish the season on. 

Durlston were a good team with a strong opening pair 

of batsmen who ran up 77 runs in the first ten overs. 

Bowling from Junho Choi kept us in a competitive 

position with 4 wickets for 12 runs in four overs. 

Sebastian Byers made two good catches. 

We went in to bat and as usual Matt Stelling and 

Sebastian Byers opened well. Sebastian had a very 

good game running 25 off the bat but, many more ex-

citing runs from bys. Oscar Shaheen batted well, with 

technique and power. 
  

Foals B vs Ballard Foals B 

Ballard  115 for 1 from 20 overs 

Pilgrimsô 117 for 3 from 19 overs 
Ballard batted first and were delighted by the inaccu-

racy of much of the Pilgrims’ bowling. The Ballard 

runs came steadily by wides, no balls and the occa-

sional shot, but Pilgrims kept plugging away, fielding 

tightly, preventing many possible singles. 

Pilgrims then took heart from the England half-time 

score; if dire England could win, then Foals B could 

certainly win. And that was true. Luca Wright and Ed 

Shannon opened steadily. 

When Luca was out, Robert 

Mardall batted tidily at one 

end for 19, whilst Ed 

unleashed a barrage of 

boundaries to score an ele-

gant 40 and lead Pilgrims to 

a fine 19th over win. The boys ended the term with a 

smile and confidence – well done. 
 

U9 A  vs Durlston Court    

Durlston Court 202     Pilgrims 379 

Pilgrims won by 177 runs 
The magnificent Under 9 season came to an end with 

a very comfortable victory over a courageous Durl-

ston Court side. The hosts made a good start as Pil-

grims bowled too short but as soon as the Pilgrims 

bowlers began to pitch the ball up, they claimed regu-

lar wickets. The batting from each Pilgrims pair was 

excellent and the margin of victory was convincing. 

This result means that the A team are undefeated this 

season. They should take great pride in both the way 

they have played the game, the support they have 

given each other and the skill they have shown in win-

ning their matches. You are a fabulous group and de-

serve all your success. 

I take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all of 

the boys in Year 4 who have played in both teams for 

your efforts and many congratulations on a really out-

standing season.  



Under 8 A v Twyford 

Pilgrimsô 268-3 

Twyford 249-8  

Won by 19 runs 
The A team posted a good score with some consis-

tently good batting. Defending their total, Pilgrims’ 

put Twyford on the back foot as they lost 4 wickets 

with their first pair. Nevertheless, Twyford made a 

good recovery, setting up a nervous last over for Pil-

grims’ supporters. Their best batsman hit several 

boundaries and hearts were in mouths as he hit a six 

off the last ball – but hit his own wicket in the proc-

ess. A good win for 

the A team – well 

done to all. 

 

Under 8 B v 

Twyford 

Pilgrimsô 284-1  

Twyford 316-2 

Lost by 32 runs 
The B team batted 

and bowled val-

iantly but Twyford were too strong on the day. All the 

boys seemed to really enjoy pitting their skills in a 

competitive match, away at Twyford. In addition to 

the cricket, match tea and the minibus trip were addi-

tional highlights! Good luck to all these boys in year 

4! 

 


